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MINUTES OF THE TWENTY- NINTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO GROUP OF 

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS LIMITED (TTGPA), HELD ON THURSDAY 6TH APRIL, 2017, AT THE PROFESSIONAL 
CENTRE CONFERENCE FACILITY, 11 - 13 FITZBLACKMAN DRIVE SOUTH, WOODBROOK, PORT OF SPAIN. 

 

NOMINEES PRESENT WERE: 

Tracey Chin      Advertising Agencies Association of T & T (AAATT) 
Hollis Charles        Association of Professional Engineers of T & T (APETT) 
Trevor de Landro                                Association of Professional Engineers of T & T (APETT) 
Richard Saunders                  Association of Real Estate Agents (AREA) 
Anthony Chang Kit     General Practitioners Association of T& T (GPATT) 
Dev Ramoutar                             General Practitioners Association of T& T (GPATT) 
Esric Huggins                   Institute of Surveyors of Trinidad & Tobago (ISTT) 
Michael Samms       Institute of Surveyors of Trinidad & Tobago (ISTT) 
Deborah Gamaldo     ISACA Trinidad & Tobago Chapter (ISACA) 
Hazel Brown                   Network of NGOs for the Advancement of Women 
Carol Noel                   Network of NGOs for the Advancement of Women  
Leroy Calliste     The Institute of Chartered Accountants of T & T (ICATT) 
Tabia Holder     The Institute of Chartered Accountants of T & T (ICATT) 
Camille Cumberbatch-Dhoray                              The Institute of Internal Auditors, T & T Chapter (IIATT) 
Marlon Woodruffe                                The Institute of Internal Auditors, T & T Chapter (IIATT) 
Mervyn Thompson                                                        The Joint Consultative Council for the Construction Ind. (JCC) 
Andrew Rahaman    The Pharmacy Board of Trinidad & Tobago (PBTT) 
Renate Allum     Trinidad and Tobago Institute of Architects (TTIA) 
Colin Manwarring                                Trinidad and Tobago Institute of Architects (TTIA) 
Phillip Rossouw                   Trinidad & Tobago Optometrists Association (TTOA) 
Carmina Drayton                   Trinidad & Tobago Reading Association (TTRA) 
Vittoria de la Grenade                  Trinidad & Tobago Reading Association (TTRA) 
Sherman Brathwaite    Trinidad & Tobago Registered Nurses Association (TTRNA) 
Corey Dillon     Trinidad & Tobago Registered Nurses Association (TTRNA) 
Onika Morris-Alleyne    Trinidad & Tobago Society of Planners (TTSP) 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
2016/2017 Council Members: 
Charmaine Gomez-Dolly – Secretary                            National Assoc. of Admin Professionals of T &T (NAAPTT) 
Beulah Duke - Outgoing Council Member                      Trinidad & Tobago Registered Nurses Association (TTRNA) 
Oscar Taylor, Independent                    Accountant 
Cheridan Woodruffe, Independent                  Past President UWI Alumni Assoc. T & T Chapter  
               
TTGPA Staff: 
Ann Marie Dhanoolal                 Administrative Secretary 
Darlene Guevara                                             Events & Projects Coordinator 
Cylma Homer                  Administrative Manager 
 
Other Attendees: 
Neville Sandy – Former Council Member            Institute of Chartered Accountants of T & T (ICATT) - Retired 
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ITEM       DISCUSSION 

 
 
 

WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS 
 
The meeting was chaired by TTGPA President, Camille Cumberbatch-Dhoray.  She welcomed all in attendance.  
 
At approximately 5.02 pm M. Samms and B. Duke arrived. 
 
The President read the Notice of the 29th AGM.  She noted one correction to #5 on the Agenda where the word 
‘other’ should be replaced by ‘Independent’. 
 
As Members were coming into the meeting, the reading of the Notice was interrupted.  A roll call was taken.  The 
President recognized two foundation Members of TTGPA who were present, Beulah Duke and Neville Sandy. 

1.0 
 

RECEIVE AND ADOPT THE REPORT OF COUNCIL 
 
The President read the Report of Council. 
 
During the reading of the Report, at approximately 5.13 pm S. Brathwaite (TTRNA) arrived followed at 5.14 pm 
by D. Gamaldo arrival. 
 
A motion to approve the Report of Council was moved by O. Morris-Alleyne and seconded by  
C. Noel.   

2.0 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF 28TH AGM 
 
Based on discussions and requests from Members at the meeting, the Secretary asked that an amendment be 
made of the Agenda.  The agenda would now include: 
 

 Confirmation of Minutes of 28th AGM as #1 and 

 Any Other Business as #6  
 
The other items would be re-numbered accordingly. 
 
A motion to amend the Agenda of the 29th AGM was moved by O. Morris-Alleyne and seconded by A. Chang Kit.  
The motion was carried by the meeting by a vote of 20.  There were no votes against and 5 abstentions. 
 
The Secretary read the Minutes of the 28th AGM.    She referred to an omission at the end of the Minutes as 
follows: 
 
“Respectfully Submitted, Je-Ann Borneo, Secretary.” 
 
One Member referred to the Company’s By-Laws 11.1 (i) and (ii) which was followed to determine the original 
agenda and said that if amendments were required then the proper process should be followed and the By-Laws 
should be changed accordingly.  There was another view expressed that the By-Laws would give a guideline but 
that AGM rules stipulate items that must be addressed but it did not preclude any other matters being included 
on the agenda.  The Member also said that the Minutes should be circulated. 
 
A motion to confirm the Minutes was moved by A. Chang Kit and seconded by D. Gamaldo. 
The motion was carried by the meeting with 17 votes for, none against and 8 abstentions.  
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3.0 

 
AUDITED  FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 2016 
 
The President called on the Treasurer, Marlon Woodruffe to read the audit opinion before presenting the 
financials for 2016.  He then went through the accounts and highlighted the following: 
 The Statement of Financial Position showed total assets of $8,129,698 and receivables of $133,482.  The 

receivables shown were net of provision for bad debts of $22,702 which came about because of 4 or 5 
Class A Members who did not pay Service Charge for a prolonged period of time. 

 The Statement of Comprehensive Income showed Income was $1,430,497 compared to $1,201,006 from 
the previous year, an increase of about $200,000. 

 The income from the Professional Development Seminars (PDS) was $245,486 compared to $57,665 the 
previous year, an increase of $187,821.  The expenditure for PDS was $162,131 giving a net surplus of 
$83,355 in 2016. 

 Total expenditure was $1,342,382 compared to $1,144,616 in 2015.  The increase was mainly as a result of 
an increase in Administrative Expenses. The major item contributing to the increase is $173,839 for major 
property expenses which were automation of front gate, repairs to container flooring, paving of the car park 
and repairs to roof in Building A. 

 Surplus before tax was $88,115, an increase over 2015 before tax surplus of $56,390.  Net surplus after tax 
was $75,235.  

 Referring to the Statement of Service Charge, income for 2017 was $1,032,293 while expenses were 
$1,095,509 and the deficit was $63,217.  After the brought forward losses the total deficit from Service 
Charge was $435,625. 

 
E. Huggins raised the fact that the market value of the buildings was referred to in the accounts but that the 
replacement value was discussed at a previous meeting.  He also asked about the land not being included in the 
valuation on the books.  M. Thompson added that land would be taxed according to the Property Tax legislation 
and therefore should be included.  R. Saunders added that the land for the Professional Centre was leased for a 
specific purpose and it could not be used for any other purpose.  For comparison year on year over 40 years 
only the value of the building was reflected.  This could change in the accounts the next year but it would have to 
be done with a note. 
 
C. Dillon asked who were the Members in default of paying the Service Charge.  He referred to the Use and 
Occupation Agreement and the fact that TTGPA was authorized to charge a levy on late Service Charge but that 
there was nothing with respect to Members not paying.  The Treasurer responded to C. Dillon’s question to 
name the Members in arrears as follows: APETT, BOETT, Network of NGOs, TTIA and Safety Council. 
 
M. Thompson said that he was very shocked at the persons not paying as they should understand how things 
worked.  He also explained in response to a query about the cost paid to purchase the right to use and occupy, 
that maintenance costs were necessary to keep the buildings in good order.  He added that in order to reduce 
the payment to Members, TTGPA hosted events as fund-raisers, the full payment would be onerous if that were 
not done.  The fund raising income was therefore necessary. 
 
There was a further discussion on the availability of accounts and it was established that it was available for 
Members if required.   
 
A motion to approve the financials was moved by A. Chang Kit and seconded by P. Rossouw.  The motion was 
passed by the meeting with 20 votes for and 3 abstentions, none against.  

4.0 APPOINTMENT/ REAPPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS 
 
C. Cumberbatch-Dhoray said that at the last Council Meeting the Finance & Administration Committee brought a 
recommendation to have the external auditors changed. This is in keeping with international best practice to 
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rotate auditors every three to five years as well as some concerns expressed on some of the errors and 
omissions produced in the draft accounts.  The current auditors have been with the company for the past 8years. 
The Treasurer also told the meeting that three quotations were received and F & A recommended the Company 
they considered the best one at the best price. 
 
A motion to appoint Baker Tilly Montano Ramcharitar Chartered Accountants as external auditors for the 
Company in 2017 was moved by C. Noel and seconded by O. Morris-Alleyne.  The motion was carried with 20 
votes for and none against and no abstentions. 

5.0 ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 
 
The President then asked the members of the table to vacate their positions in readiness for the election of 
officers and other members to Council.  C. Woodruffe was asked to assume the responsibility of Returning 
Officer and presided over the elections.   
 
There were twenty-five eligible nominees present for this process and C. Woodruffe took the roll.   He then 
declared all positions vacant with the exception of the Secretary and Independent members of Council. 
 
The floor was opened and he started with the Executive positions.  The following persons were nominated for the 
post of President: 
 

 Camille Cumberbatch-Dhoray (IIATT) 

 Mervyn Thompson (JCC) 
 
A written ballot was taken and C. Cumberbatch-Dhoray was elected with 15 votes while M. Thompson received 
ten votes. 
 
The following persons were nominated and elected unopposed to the other Executive positions: 
 
Vice-President – Tracey Chin (AAATT) 
Treasurer – Leroy Calliste (ICATT) 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer – Deborah Gamaldo (ISACA) 
 
There were ten (10) members who were nominated for six (6) positions on Council.  A written ballot was taken 
and the following members were elected to Council:  
 
1. R. Saunders (18) 
2. O. Morris-Alleyne (17) 
3. M. Thompson(13) 
4. E. Huggins (14) 
5. R. Allum(17) 
6. M. Woodruffe (19) 
 
The other nominees not elected to Council received the following votes: 
 
C. Dillon – (10)  
A. Chang Kit – (12) 
S. Brathwaite – (11) 
T. De Landro –  (12) 
 
A motion to destroy the ballot papers was moved by M. Thompson and seconded by D. Gamaldo.  The motion 
was passed unanimously by the meeting. 
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The Returning Officer then handed back the meeting to the newly re-elected President.  She welcomed the 
Members of Council both new and returning and thanked them for agreeing to serve.   The President also 
mentioned that there was a need to review the Company’s By-Laws and this would be done very soon. 

6.0 
 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 
There was no other business discussed at the meeting. 
 

  
The meeting ended at 7:35 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

Charmaine Gomez-Dolly 
Secretary to Council 


